
17 Ways Law 
Students Can Win 
The Graduate  
Job Battle 



Let’s face it, you’re not at uni for a haircut! 
The point of all the pain, late nights and 
stressful exam times is to get that coveted 
job at the end that will propel you into your 
life. But it’s not easy by any measure. In fact, 
most studies say it is harder and harder for 
students to get employment coming out of 
our bloated university sector. Ok so that’s 
reality, what are you going to do about it? 
Without being too blunt, those are the cards 
you’ve been dealt so we wanted to help 
you as much as we can by giving you some 
valuable insights into how you can beat the 
competition to that dream role.

It wouldn’t be LawLancer though without a 
big dose of the important personal elements 
that make up your career decision making. 
So this guide is both practical and personal, 
and designed to get you thinking about how 
you can approach your upcoming career 
with a strategy that works for you.

So on with it! What are the 17 
ways law students can win the 
job battle?



1. Learn 
from others
Do you have a mentor? Do you have people you can 
trust to give you some honest advice on your career 
options? Finding one doesn’t just happen, it requires 
building relationships if you don’t have them. The 
great thing is that Law Societies themselves and many 
law schools are embracing mentorship. Ask lots of 
questions, ask for lots of feedback. It’s amazing what 
others can see in you.

2. Try lots 
of different 
things in law 
school
And we’re not just talking recreationally! There are lots of 
opportunities to be parts of clubs and societies where you 
can grow connections and get experiences other students 
miss out on. Think about being a sponsorship manager for 
your law society as the chance to meet all the big firms 
and engage with them directly. 

Beyond this there are practical experiences you can have 
like competing in the Moot, Client Interview or Witness 
Exam that help you develop practical skills and help your 
CV stand out.



“You have brains in your 
head, you have feet in 
your shoes, you can steer 
yourself in any direction 
you choose”

 Dr Seuss



4. Grow 
your network
There is truth to the saying “it’s not what you know but 
who you know”. While networking is not really a skill that 
is taught in law school, it’s important that early career 
professionals are mindful that they need to be able to 
communicate effectively about how they add value to 
the legal industry. There are heaps of awesome ways to 
grow your network. You can head to events of external 
groups such as The Legal Forecast, or go to meetups 
on specific areas you are passionate about. Make sure 
that when you meet new people and they give you their 
contact details, you follow up with them. 

3. Get great
practical 
experience
Whatever work you are doing, the more practical 
experience you can get the better. We created 
LawLancer to help empower students to do just 
that. From property law and intellectual property 
law, to family law, we will provide students with 
a range of different research opportunities. Why 
be a clerk in one area of law when you can gain 
experience in all areas of law?



5. Understand your 
career is long
...Really long... making a choice is just for now

You have a long life to live. And what you decide to do right now does not necessarily determine 
what you will be doing in 20 years time. It’s easy to project too far into the future, but this is a 
damaging habit, and can mean that you don’t enjoy your time doing what you like now. If you 
decide in 5 years time that you no longer want to practice law, that’s totally fine. Strive for short term 
goals and be micro-ambitious. You never know where you might end up. Tim Minchin once said “If 
you focus too far in front of you, you won’t see the shiny thing out the corner of your eye.”

6. Decide what you want 
and why you want it 
Make sure your decisions are for your own reasons

Why do you want to be a lawyer? Seriously, have you even asked yourself that question or are you 
just going through the motions? It’s really important to make sure you are making career choices for 
your reasons. Not your parents. Not your partners. Not because it sounds good. To be successful in 
anything you need to be doing it for your reasons, no one else’s. So sit down, think about what you 
want, and go after that.



“I am not what happened 
to me - I am what I choose 
to become” 

 Carl Jung



Lots of firms are great at marketing how 
good they are but they might not be a 
great choice

It’s easy to fall into the trap of thinking that your law firm 
culture is the way it is because, well, that’s law right? 
LawLancer is here to change that. We don’t believe in 
working young law students and professionals to the 
bone, because that’s not how you get the best out of 
people.

8. Do well in 
your studies
Whatever direction you choose, 
doing your best is important. It’s a 
balance but good academics are still 
very valuable

Studying law full time, working part time in a law 
firm and maintaining both extracurriculars and a 
social life can be a challenging affair. It is important 
to do well in your law degree, but balancing all 
of these responsibilities can put doing well at risk. 
LawLancer recognises the stress that law students 
are under. That’s why we hold the manta: work 
when you can and study when you need to.

7. Don’t believe 
everything 
you read



9. Get work 
experience 
in a range of 
firms
Getting experience in a range of firms can be hugely 
useful in your ultimate decision making. Whether it is a 
small boutique practice, a large transactional team or 
something in between, your experience will be different 
in all of them. If you can work in a range of practice 
areas or at least for a range of clients this will give you 
exposure to what the actual day to day will be when you 
become a lawyer. Experience is the spice of life so get 
out there and look broadly.

Working as a lawyer means being in court right? Well 
not for a lot of lawyers surprisingly. If you do want to 
end up as a barrister or doing contentious work then 
spending a year as an associate in any of the courts is 
going to give you plenty of useful insight and skills. Your 
University or the individual courts themselves are good 
places to search for application dates and processes.

10. Consider 
an 
associateship



11. Speak to some 
barristers about the bar
....seek out people who have been there and get some real insight

It’s crazy but so few law students really consider going to the Bar. Maybe it seems daunting, but if so 
our tip is to try and get around some barristers and find out exactly what it takes. Lots of chambers 
have events and many law schools have barristers who lecture so if you don’t know one personally 
go looking! Don’t be afraid to ask the hard questions and find out exactly what it was like for them as 
there is no other way for you to make a positive decision than getting info right from the source!

12. Explore your options 
in government and policy
... the process tends to be long so if you are interested you will have 
enough time to think through it

Local, state, federal... there are so many different departments that it can be overwhelming but there 
are many great roles law students can take in government as graduates. Maybe you are interested 
in the DPP, AG’s, Department of Foreign Affairs, or the ATO... there are literally dozens of government 
agencies around Australia that take law students as graduates. So start digging and applying!



“The harder you work, 
the luckier you get” 

 Gary Player



14. Be as patient 
as possible with 
yourself
Patience is important quality to develop. However, this is not a skill 
that we pick up overnight. Law students tend to be competitive 
by nature, and can become disillusioned with slow rates of 
self-improvement. But you need to remember that you are your 
harshest critic, and that everyone moves forward at different 
speeds. Instead of beating yourself up next time you get a lower 
mark than you expected, or lost a moot you really wanted to 
win, try to acknowledge that you are only human. Being patient 
with yourself is imperative if you wish to succeed in not just your 
chosen field, but life.

13. Learn to 
control your 
time
Learning to control your time is an art form. Not 
everyone can do it, but as a law student, it’s pretty 
important that you do... One of the most important 
ways we believe you can learn to effectively manage 
your time is to get to know yourself first, and your 
habits. Using what you know about your own study 
and work habits, you can put together an achievable 
study plan. If you work better early in the morning, 
don’t try to stay up late at night studying.



15. Take a 
gap year
Deciding to take a gap year is a big step. However, 
it doesn’t necessarily mean you have to take a year 
off with the sole purpose of travelling. While this is an 
option, many students take gap years to work, study 
overseas, or volunteer. Taking a gap year can help 
you gain life experience that can’t be taught in the 
classroom. It’s also a great way to draw your breath 
and avoid being burnt out. We know how tough 
law school can be - sometimes you just need to do 
something a bit different to revitalise.

16. Listen to 
podcasts
This might sound a bit silly, but there are so many 
great podcasts out there about legal careers and the 
journeys of other lawyers from law school to success 
that not listening will mean you miss out on lots of 
great insight. Getting to know the real story behind 
someone’s career, the way they approached it, and 
the pivots they made along the way can be hugely 
useful when you are making your decisions. Check out 
shows like the Happy Lawyer podcast and the Beyond 
Billables podcast for lots of inspiration and insider 
experience.



“The only way to do 
great work is to love 
what you do. If you 
haven’t found it yet, keep 
looking. Don’t settle. As 
with all matters of the 
heart, you’ll know when 
you find it.” 

 Steve Jobs



17. Meet 
with lots of 
HR Advisors 
during 
careers fairs
Press that flesh! Relationships are always going to 
be important, especially in competitive markets like 
finding a law gig! It’s important to go to fairs, meet 
the people and establish a connection. That’s not just 
because people will remember you, but because it is a 
great way to work out if you want to go there! Whether 
it is a fair, a presentation put on by a firm, or a law 
society function, the more you can get around other 
hiring professionals and be known the better your 
chances.

Want to find out more about becoming a 
LawLancer? Head on over to our site and register 

to keep up to date before we launch! 

www.lawlancer.legal


